
March 12, 2020 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ. I write to you 
today as your priest, a father, a husband, a friend and a fellow concerned citizen.  Clearly, we 
are all on edge as we watch the coronavirus situation unfold.   Like you, I am watching the 
news, reading articles and getting as much information as I can.  It seems that we know and 
understand some common sense facts on how to be careful and protect our most vulnerable.  
This week, I am placing all the hymns in the bulletin which will limit your contact with items 
others have touched, and our cleaning company will wipe down the surfaces each Thursday 
with disinfectant wipes.  We all need to be vigilant and take those common sense precautions 
recommended by the CDC to avoid contracting and spreading the coronavirus.  You may refer 
to my letter sent out in last Friday’s e-Chimes as to the other precautions we are taking at St. 
Mary’s. 
  
I wanted to let you know that I’ve been in conversation with Bishop Gutiérrez and I assure you 
that we are both committed to continuing to offer the sacraments weekly at St. Mary’s.  We 
will continue to rely on you to monitor yourself and know when it is appropriate for you to stay 
home rather than attend our worship.  But please know, if for any reason you would like 
communion brought to you at home, I will be there.  It will be my privilege to offer the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ to you, especially if you are not feeling well.  I will take precautions, 
but I will be at your side. 
 
Our church service may look different in the coming weeks if things pan out the way the experts 
are predicting.  We will experiment with streaming our liturgy for those who would like to stay 
at home and participate via Facebook.  Still, I assure you that St. Mary’s will remain committed 
to offering worship services and Holy Communion for those who feel comfortable being 
present.  In the meantime, pray.  That is one of the few things of which we can be in control. Go 
about your business. Come to church if you are able. Check on your neighbors, your loved ones 
and trust in God.  
 
Your Faithful Servant, 
 
 
 
Joseph+ 
 


